CHAPTER VI

Lord Kitchener's instructions to Haig as Commander-in-Chief
- Haig's analysis of the situation - meeting with Joffre - a
comparison of the two leaders - Allied plan for 1916 -
Verdun - the battle of the Somme - the introduction of
tanks - criticism of the battle - Haig at the end of the year.

THE scope both of the duties and of the problems
of his new appointment were defined by the
instructions of the Government conveyed to him
by Lord Kitchener: " To support and co-
operate with the French and Belgian Armies...
in driving the German armies from French and
Belgian territory and eventually to restore the

neutrality  of Belgium-----The  defeat  of the

enemy by the combined Allied Armies must
always be the primary object.... I wish you to
understand that your command is an inde-
pendent one and that you will in no case come
under the orders of any Allied General further
than the necessary co-operation with our Allies
above referred to," and then the reassuring
promise of " the whole-hearted and unswerving
support of the Government, of myself and your
compatriots."

Although by these instructions Haig had no
immediate concern with the relative merits of the
alternative theatres of war in which Britain's
vital strength might be utilised, he made no
secret of his views. He was a convinced Westerner.
"Defeat of Bulgarians and Turks in Mesopotamia,